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Statistical Bulletin 2

This bulletin contains crime and performance 
statistics for the year 1 April 2007 to 31 March 
2008. Where appropriate, a comparison is 
given for the previous year.

The crime/offence figures are collated from 
British Transport Police’s (BTP’s) computerised 
crime reporting system, ‘CRIME’. The recording 
of crime is not static and the figures represent 
a snapshot in time, i.e. the state of the system 
on 31 March 2007 and 2008.

British Transport Police compiles crime 
statistics for England, Wales and Scotland. In 
England and Wales, these statistics are broken 
down into six geographical Areas – North 
Eastern, North Western, Wales and Western, 
London Underground/DLR, London North and 
London South.

In England and Wales, crimes fall into two 
groups: notifiable offences, which are serious 
offences that have to be reported to the Home 
Office; and non-notifiable offences, which are 
less serious offences not reported to the 
Home Office.

In Scotland, all crimes and offences are 
reported to the Scottish Office and published 
in their bulletin. 

The groups are then broken down into 
12 crime categories; 
• Violent crime
• Sexual offences
• Ciminal damage
• Line of route offences
• Theft of passenger property
• Motor vehicle/cycle offences
• Robbery
• Theft of railway property
• Public disorder offences
• Fraud offences
• Drugs
• Other crimes

Crime statistics should be treated with caution.  
Dramatic fluctuations, whether up or down, 
can be misleading, and if misused statistics 
can contribute to the fear of crime. Hundreds 
of millions of passenger journeys are made 
safely each year and the statistics should be 
viewed in that context.

The following points are given for guidance:

1 The Home Office introduced a National 
Crime Recording Standard (NCRS) that all 
police forces across England and Wales were 
required to adopt. BTP adopted this standard 
on 1 April 2002. The basic principles of NCRS 
are that if on the balance of probability a crime 
has been committed, it is recorded as a crime. 
The standard has made crime recording more 
victim focused.

2 Crime statistics are not always accurate 
indicators of risk. Police activity to target 
particular offences, changes in reporting 
patterns and other factors can affect reported 
crime figures.

3 Apparent anomalies, such as more crimes 
being detected than have been reported, are 
due to the fact that statistics reflect crimes and 
detections recorded during a specific period.  
Detections may relate to crimes reported in 
earlier periods.

4 A summary of 2007/08 crime statitistics 
was published by press release on 28 May 
2008. Figures for Wales have been adjusted 
since then.

2007/08 statistics
Total notifiable and non-notifiable offences fell 
in 2007/08 by 12.3% with a total of 109,508 
offences reported. Notifiable crime was down 
11.1% from 79,191 to 70,368.  

Within these figures there were substantial 
declines in significant areas, including 11% 
fewer violent crimes. This included a fall in 
serious assaults of 9.4% and common
assaults down 15.2%.  

Robberies were reduced by almost half, theft 
of passenger property was down by 14% and 
route crime down 14%, the fifth successive 
reduction. Criminal damage fell by 23%. 

A focus on anti-social behaviour and low level 
disorder contributed to a 2% increase in public 
disorder offences; similarly, police activity, 
particularly targeting knife crime amongst some 
groups of young people and anti-social behaviour 
amongst travelling football fans, led to a 39% 
increase in reported drugs offences.

The detection rate for all offences (notifiable 
and non-notifiable) was 35.3%. Of the 70,368 
notifiable crimes reported to BTP in 2007/08, 
18,999 were detected, a detection rate of 27% 
compared to 24.6% in 2006/07.

Introduction

‹back to contents
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Map of BTP Areas
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Number of staff

 Police Officers Police Staff (including PCSOs) 
2007/08 2,835 1,455
2006/07 2,818 1,373
2005/06 2,774 1,204
2004/05 2,494 1,015
2003/04 2,280 704
2002/03 2,205 667

Area strength

 Police Officers Police Staff PSCOs Special  
    Constables
Force Headquarters 349 605 0 0
London North 447 88 108 43
London South 361 81 58 58
London Underground/DLR 702 182 22 78
North Eastern 198 68 11 31
North Western 272 68 31 12
Scotland 225 37 0 18
Wales & Western 281 67 29 9
Total 2,835 1,196 259 249

Police officers by rank

 Male Female Total
Constable 1,562 353 1,915
Sergeant 302 38 340
Inspector 116 17 133
Chief Inspector 34 8 42
Superintendent 17 1 18
Chief Superintendent 11 0 11
Assistant Chief Constable 4 0 4
Deputy Chief Constable 1 0 1
Chief Constable 1 0 1
Detective Constable 197 27 224
Detective Sergeant 79 9 88
Detective Inspector 35 3 38
Detective Chief Inspector 13 1 14
Detective Superintendent 4 0 4
Detective Chief Superintendent 2 0 2
Total 2,378 457 2,835

Personnel statistics
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Statutory performance indicators for policing 

Performance indicators for England & Wales only

No. Definition Result

SPI 1a* Satisfaction of victims of theft, violent crime and vehicle crime with respect to making 
 contact with the police 87.6%
SPI 1b* Satisfaction of victims of theft, violent crime and vehicle crime with respect to action taken by the police 71.2%
SPI 1c* Satisfaction of victims of theft, violent crime and vehicle crime with respect to being kept 
 informed of progress 65.5%
SPI 1d* Satisfaction of victims of theft, violent crime and vehicle crime with respect to their treatment by staff 90.1%
SPI 1e* Satisfaction of victims of theft, violent crime and vehicle crime with respect to the overall service provided 79.2%
SPI 3a* Satisfaction of victims of racist incidents with respect to the overall service provided 81.2%
SPI 3b* Comparative satisfaction of Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) groups 
 Of users from BME groups, the percentage satisfied 78.9%
 Of white users, the percentage satisfied 79.9%
 Of users from BME groups, the percentage very/completely satisfied 55.9%
 Of white users, the percentage very/completely satisfied 61.7%
SPI 3c The percentage of PACE searches of persons from BME groups which led to arrest 6.7%
 The percentage of PACE searches which led to arrest for white persons 5.7%
SPI 3d  Percentage detected (sanction detection) of violence against the person offences for 

victims from BME groups 41.0%
Percentage detected (sanction detection) of violence against the person offences for white victims 41.8%

SPI 3e  Percentage of new police recruits from BME groups  9.7%
SPI 3g Percentage of female officers 16.4%
SPI 5b Total recorded violent crime offences 17,363
SPI 5e Total life threatening and gun crime offences 182
SPI 5f Total number of acquisitive crime offences 18,770
SPI 6b Percentage of offences brought to justice 26.2%
SPI 7a Percentage of notifiable offences resulting in a sanction detection 26.7%
SPI 12a Percentage of cashable efficiency gains achieved 2%
SPI 13a Percentage of working hours lost due to sickness for police officers 4.5%
SPI 13b Percentage of working hours lost due to sickness by police staff 4.7%
  *  This data is drawn from surveys conducted with victims of theft, vehicle crime, violent crime and 

racial crime, to accurately reflect crimes committed on the railways. This differs from Home Office 
forces which survey victims of domestic burglary and road traffic collisions.
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Policing Plan objectives & targets 2007/08

Performance 2007/2008 
2007/08 Policing Plan results (national, common objectives – common targets)

Common objectives, common targets    
Achieved 11/12 (92%)

Common objectives, local targets
 Achieved 43/44 (98%)

Local objectives, local targets 
Achieved 36/40 (90%)    

London North  
Achieved 6/6 common objectives, local targets
Achieved 9/9 local objectives, local targets

London South
Achieved 6/6 common objectives, local targets
Achieved 6/6 local objectives, local targets

London Underground/DLR
Achieved 7/8 common objectives, local targets
Achieved 5/5 local objectives, local targets

North Eastern             
Achieved 6/6 common objectives, local targets
Achieved 4/4 local objectives, local targets

North Western            
Achieved 6/6 common objectives, local targets
Achieved 3/4 local objectives, local targets

Scotland                     
Achieved 6/6 common objectives, local targets
Achieved 2/2 local objectives, local targets

Wales & Western
Achieved 6/6 common objectives, local targets
Achieved 7/10 local objectives, local targets

No. Target Outcome Achieved

1  To conclude police activity which disrupts train movement within  76 mins Yes
an average of 90 minutes from receiving report of a fatal incident

2 Carry out CBR profiling to a defined target Not published Yes
3 Ensure at least 8% of all officers are trained in the use of CBRN 
 Mark 4/CR1 suits 11% Yes
4 Police officers deployed on visible policing duties – target hours: 45,144 123,913 hours Yes
5 PCSOs deployed on visible policing duties – target hours: 50,616 68,675 hours Yes
6 Increase the number of offenders detected for cable-related offences 
 by at least 33% 90% Yes
7 Persistent young offenders average arrest to sentence time to be no 
 more than 65 days 89 days No
8 Increase the number of football banning orders obtained to at least 42 53 banning orders Yes
9 Apply for football banning orders in at least 90% of all football-related offences 99% Yes
10 Reduce the number of serious football-related offences by at least 5% 20% Yes
11 At least 80% overall victim satisfaction 80% Yes
12 At least 22% of all notifiable offenders brought to justice in England and Wales 26% Yes

13 The number of Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) officers to be at least 
 6.4% of total police officer strength 6.1% No
14 The number of female officers to be at least 17.5% of total police 
 officer strength 16.1% No
15 At least 5.9% of police officers promoted to be from a BME background  5.5% No
16 At least 18% of police officers promoted to be female 27.4% Yes
 

Non-operational objectives

‹back to contents
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   2006/07 2007/08

1 Number of cases received during the year 334  387
2 Number of cases where investigations were completed during the year 294 329
3 Number of individual complaints arising from case investigations 316 458 
4 Number of complaints that were:  
  a) locally resolved 145  205
  b) withdrawn/not proceeded with 40  64 
  c) dispensed with 50  80
  d) discontinued 4  6
  e) not substantiated 65  82
  f) substantiated 12 21 

Complaints against police

Formal discipline (public complaints)
Officers dealt with under the provisions of the Force discipline 
regulations received the following punishments:

   2006/07 2007/08
 
a) dismissed 0 0
b) required to resign 1 0
c) reduction in rank 0 0
d) fined  4 6
e) caution 0 0
f) reprimanded 2 0
g) found not guilty 0 0
h) written warning 21 24
i) resignation accepted before disciplinary hearing 3 3

‹back to contents
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  2006/07  2007/08
 Recorded Detected Recorded Detected  

Violence against the person offences    
Homicide 0 0 1 1
Attempted murder 0 0 0 0
Serious assault 263 173 232 124
Common assault 198 87 203 91
Police assault 42 37 36 29
Firearms/explosive offences 38 32 52 48
Racially aggravated harassment 73 41 71 47
Other violence 15 6 18 12
Total violence against the person 629 376 613 352

Sexual offences  
Sexual offences against males 9 4 5 1
Sexual offences against females 37 12 39 14
Exposure 22 11 15 10
Offences between males 0 0 0 0
Other sexual offences 20 10 17 9
Total sexual offences 88 37 76 34

Criminal damage/malicious mischief  
Criminal damage/malicious mischief 496 50 385 39
Arson/fire-raising 17 0 18 0
Graffiti 224 46 211 73
Vandalism rolling stock 0 0 0 0
Other criminal damage 4 1 4 3
Total criminal damage/malicious mischief 741 97 618 115

Line of route offences  
Destroy or damage/endanger safety 67 20 65 14
Obstruction 175 39 128 40
Throw missile at rail vehicle 134 7 142 7
Total line of route offences 376 66 335 61

Theft of passenger property  
Theft luggage 330 17 192 19
Theft personal property 835 38 787 43
Theft from the person 355 12 290 11
Total theft of passenger property 1,520 67 1,269 73

Motor vehicle/cycle offences  
Theft motor vehicle 22 1 40 3
Take vehicle w/o consent 13 1 3 1
Theft from vehicle 279 29 320 11
Damage to motor vehicle 176 19 131 13
Theft/damage pedal cycle offences 191 8 201 8
Interfere with motor vehicle 23 6 16 2
Total motor vehicle/cycle offences 704 64 711 38

North Eastern total crime/offences 
2006/07 – 2007/08
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  2006/07  2007/08
 Recorded Detected Recorded Detected  

Violence against the person offences    
Homicide 1 1 1 0
Attempted murder 0 0 0 0
Serious assault 301 154 245 120
Common assault 315 134 262 115
Police assault 27 24 21 18
Firearms/explosive offences 94 77 84 80
Racially aggravated harassment 85 51 67 43
Other violence 13 6 19 8
Total violence against the person 836 447 699 384

Sexual offences  
Sexual offences against males 2 1 3 1
Sexual offences against females 39 15 35 15
Exposure 18 8 16 8
Offences between males 0 0 0 0
Other sexual offences 25 11 15 6
Total sexual offences 84 35 69 30

Criminal damage/malicious mischief  
Criminal damage/malicious mischief 509 83 381 69
Arson/fire-raising 26 1 19 1
Graffiti 182 77 138 18
Vandalism rolling stock 0 0 0 0
Other criminal damage 7 0 2 0
Total criminal damage/malicious mischief 724 161 540 88

Line of route offences  
Destroy or damage/endanger safety 139 18 69 6
Obstruction 256 37 201 28
Throw missile at rail vehicle 161 4 154 2
Total line of route offences 556 59 424 36

Theft of passenger property  
Theft luggage 249 10 164 15
Theft personal property 707 22 599 38
Theft from the person 326 14 266 8
Total theft of passenger property 1,282 46 1,029 61

Motor vehicle/cycle offences  
Theft motor vehicle 27 1 28 4
Take vehicle w/o consent 12 2 10 2
Theft from vehicle 341 20 247 30
Damage to motor vehicle 190 9 135 10
Theft/damage pedal cycle offences 154 7 137 5
Interfere with motor vehicle 27 1 27 5
Total motor vehicle/cycle offences 751 40 584 56

North Western total crime/offences 
2006/07 – 2007/08
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  2006/07  2007/08
 Recorded Detected Recorded Detected  

Violence against the person offences    
Homicide 1 2 0 0
Attempted murder 0 0 1 0
Serious assault 536 195 488 174
Common assault 745 273 633 234
Police assault 90 73 104 81
Firearms/explosive offences 193 156 224 189
Racially aggravated harassment 207 103 223 127
Other violence 59 19 78 29
Total violence against the person 1,831 821 1,751 834

Sexual offences  
Sexual offences against males 3 2 3 0
Sexual offences against females 74 19 70 21
Exposure 41 9 36 12
Offences between males 0 0 0 0
Other sexual offences 58 23 38 25
Total sexual offences 176 53 147 58

Criminal damage/malicious mischief  
Criminal damage/malicious mischief 731 118 564 106
Arson/fire-raising 58 4 48 10
Graffiti 684 63 592 93
Vandalism rolling stock 0 0 0 0
Other criminal damage 20 8 6 2
Total criminal damage/malicious mischief 1,493 193 1,210 211

Line of route offences  
Destroy or damage/endanger safety 64 10 52 15
Obstruction 79 22 52 14
Throw missile at rail vehicle 133 3 116 1
Total line of route offences 276 35 220 30

Theft of passenger property  
Theft luggage 442 12 348 15
Theft personal property 2,612 83 2,204 105
Theft from the person 1,365 15 1,233 20
Total theft of passenger property 4,419 110 3,785 140

Motor vehicle/cycle offences  
Theft motor vehicle 102 11 95 10
Take vehicle w/o consent 67 7 41 20
Theft from vehicle 1,050 153 635 96
Damage to motor vehicle 445 22 290 12
Theft/damage pedal cycle offences 2,158 41 2,023 76
Interfere with motor vehicle 57 2 69 7
Total motor vehicle/cycle offences 3,879 236 3,153 221

 London North total crime/offences 
2006/07 – 2007/08
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  2006/07  2007/08
 Recorded Detected Recorded Detected  

Violence against the person offences    
Homicide 0 0 0 0
Attempted murder 2 1 1 1
Serious assault 839 299 758 274
Common assault 1,234 371 1,102 363
Police assault 107 85 138 115
Firearms/explosive offences 488 446 247 225
Racially aggravated harassment 290 127 267 131
Other violence 75 24 91 19
Total violence against the person 3,035 1,353 2,604 1,128

Sexual offences  
Sexual offences against males 15 5 8 3
Sexual offences against females 101 20 103 26
Exposure 74 14 44 7
Offences between males 0 0 0 0
Other sexual offences 61 26 52 18
Total sexual offences 251 65 207 54

Criminal damage/malicious mischief  
Criminal damage/malicious mischief 1,156 153 803 134
Arson/fire-raising 51 4 39 4
Graffiti 1,446 261 1,034 155
Vandalism rolling stock 0 0 0 0
Other criminal damage 31 10 24 9
Total criminal damage/malicious mischief 2,684 428 1,900 302

Line of route offences  
Destroy or damage/endanger safety 57 19 61 14
Obstruction 171 36 165 26
Throw missile at rail vehicle 281 6 247 11
Total line of route offences 509 61 473 51

Theft of passenger property  
Theft luggage 235 8 163 1
Theft personal property 3,067 144 2,259 86
Theft from the person 1,636 47 1,417 33
Total theft of passenger property 4,938 199 3,839 120

Motor vehicle/cycle offences  
Theft motor vehicle 104 9 115 12
Take vehicle w/o consent 34 9 23 2
Theft from vehicle 984 427 928 67
Damage to motor vehicle 514 48 410 34
Theft/damage pedal cycle offences 2,529 113 2,162 182
Interfere with motor vehicle 107 11 74 6
Total motor vehicle/cycle offences 4,272 617 3,712 303

London South total crime/offences 
2006/07 – 2007/08
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  2006/07  2007/08
 Recorded Detected Recorded Detected  

Violence against the person offences    
Homicide 2 1 0 0
Attempted murder 2 2 0 0
Serious assault 588 250 512 133
Common assault 1,218 371 1,006 296
Police assault 111 87 113 93
Firearms/explosive offences 151 158 167 151
Racially aggravated harassment 342 161 327 127
Other violence 80 18 90 23
Total violence against the person 2,494 1,048 2,215 823

Sexual offences    
Sexual offences against males 14 4 13 6
Sexual offences against females 194 52 200 46
Exposure 130 24 64 25
Offences between males 0 0 0 0
Other sexual offences 55 21 55 13
Total sexual offences 393 101 332 90

Criminal damage/malicious mischief  
Criminal damage/malicious mischief 439 42 332 32
Arson/fire-raising 15 2 6 0
Graffiti 2,222 169 1,565 77
Vandalism rolling stock 0 0 0 0
Other criminal damage 28 12 18 11
Total criminal damage/malicious mischief 2,704 225 1,921 120

Line of route offences    
Destroy or damage/endanger safety 38 17 44 4
Obstruction 25 13 18 3
Throw missile at rail vehicle 72 1 80 1
Total line of route offences 135 31 142 8

Theft of passenger property  
Theft luggage 92 0 58 1
Theft personal property 2,011 46 1,428 57
Theft from the person 5,885 285 5,995 318
Total theft of passenger property 7,988 331 7,481 376

Motor vehicle/cycle offences  
Theft motor vehicle 8 0 18 0
Take vehicle w/o consent 3 3 3 0
Theft from vehicle 147 24 106 8
Damage to motor vehicle 95 12 56 5
Theft/damage pedal cycle offences 131 8 150 7
Interfere with motor vehicle 6 1 9 0
Total motor vehicle/cycle offences 390 48 342 20

London Underground/DLR 
total crime/offences 2006/07 – 2007/08 
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  2006/07  2007/08
 Recorded Detected Recorded Detected  

Violence against the person offences    
Homicide 0 0 1 1
Attempted murder 0 0 0 0
Serious assault 238 129 263 132
Common assault 479 221 359 159
Police assault 49 44 45 49
Firearms/explosive offences 124 113 107 107
Racially aggravated harassment 138 89 96 56
Other violence 38 22 28 15
Total violence against the person 1,066 618 899 519

Sexual offences  
Sexual offences against males 2 4 2 0
Sexual offences against females 55 12 51 25
Exposure 32 9 31 3
Offences between males 0 0 0 0
Other sexual offences 24 10 26 10
Total sexual offences 113 35 110 38

Criminal damage/malicious mischief  
Criminal damage/malicious mischief 725 89 632 106
Arson/fire-raising 54 9 23 5
Graffiti 419 99 436 102
Vandalism rolling stock 0 0 0 0
Other criminal damage 7 2 10 3
Total criminal damage/malicious mischief 1,205 199 1,101 216

Line of route offences  
Destroy or damage/endanger safety 106 11 102 9
Obstruction 245 54 195 33
Throw missile at rail vehicle 232 5 244 4
Total line of route offences 583 70 541 46

Theft of passenger property  
Theft luggage 451 15 380 27
Theft personal property 1,070 43 973 36
Theft from the person 384 25 274 7
Total theft of passenger property 1,905 83 1,627 70

Motor vehicle/cycle offences  
Theft motor vehicle 43 12 39 2
Take vehicle w/o consent 23 4 15 7
Theft from vehicle 396 24 312 11
Damage to motor vehicle 287 19 257 18
Theft/damage pedal cycle offences 499 17 540 8
Interfere with motor vehicle 35 6 26 2
Total motor vehicle/cycle offences 1,283 82 1,189 48

Wales & Western total crime/offences 
2006/07 – 2007/08
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Financial results 
2007/08

Expenditure in £m

 Year ended Year ended
 31/03/07 31/03/08
Staff pay 192.7 198.5
Premises related costs 12.7 15.0
Communications/computers 9.5 8.6
Transport costs 5.3 3.8
Supplies and services 17.8 15.3
Depreciation and capital costs 7.2 6.7
Total Expenditure 245.2 247.9
  
Funded by  
Train Operating Companies 106.2 109.3
Network Rail 60.1 66.3
London Underground 51.0 48.0
Ad hoc income 12.9 15.7
Interest (including interest for pensions schemes) 10.4 15.0
Total Income 240.6 254.3
 
Deficit/(surplus) 4.3 -6.4

Adjustments to deficit/(surplus)  
FRS17 pension adjustment -4.6 4.4
Transfer to contingency reserve 0.0 1.4 
Revenue grants transferred to reserves -0.9 -0.3 
Adjustment to prior year b/fwd 0.0 0.1
 -5.5 5.6

Revised current year deficit/(surplus) -1.2 -0.8
Deficit/(surplus) b/fwd from previous years 1.3 0.1
Deficit/(surplus) c/f  0.1 -0.7

‹back to contents



British Transport Police
BTP and the British Transport Police 
Authority welcome feedback. If you would 
like to know more about British Transport 
Police, or send us a comment, you can 
visit our website at 
www.btp.police.uk or write to 

Media and Marketing
British Transport Police
25 Camden Road, NW1 9LN.

To contact the British Transport Police 
Authority, write to:

Richard Hemmings
British Transport Police Authority 
The Forum
5th Floor North
74-80 Camden Street
London
NW1 0EG

Or e-mail
richard.hemmings@btp.pnn.police.uk

To contact British Transport Police:
0800 40 50 40 
In an emergency dial 999

www.btp.police.uk

http://www.btp.police.uk
mailto:richard.hemmings@btp.pnn.police.uk
http://www.btp.police.uk
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