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BRITISH TRANSPORT POLICE

BTP THE USE OF FORENSICS SERVICES IN POLICING POLICY

1. POLICY STATEMENT 

1.1
In pursuit of our vision to provide policing excellence for Britain’s railways the British Transport Police will ensure that it has in place a Scientific Support Unit that supports investigations. This will ensure forensic evidence is obtained, processed and used in accordance with the highest standards in order to identify offenders and eliminate non-offenders. This will go towards increasing detections and expediting the course of criminal investigations. 
1.2
In order to achieve our vision the British Transport Police will ensure: 
· All types of forensic evidence is retrieved and processed in accordance with nationally approved guidelines.
· Crime Scene Examiners are nationally accredited and are deployed to scenes when most needed. 
· All staff who can register with the Council for the Registration of Forensic Practioners shall do so.
· All staff involved in forensic services have an understating and respect for diversity. 
· Work closely with Home Office Forces, Forensic Providers, all aspects of the railway industry and partner organisations when necessary.
2.
OVERVIEW 

2.1
This policy is based on our: SSU strategic plan 2007-08, Policing Plan 2007-2008 and Crime Strategy 2005-2008.
2.2
This policy applies to all BTP Officers and Police Staff.
2.3
This policy applies to England, Wales and Scotland.

3. APPLICABLE DATE, MONITORING AND REVIEW
3.1
This policy is applicable from 27 September 2007.
3.2
This policy will be reviewed 27 September 2008.
4. OWNERSHIP
4.1
This policy is owned by Head of Scientific Support.
5. ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS
5.1
SSU Strategic Plan 2007-2008

5.2
Policing Plan 2007-2008 

5.3
Crime Strategy 2005-2008
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